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WORKPLACE FATALITY — NEWCREST MINING 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.03 pm]: It is with deep regret 
that I rise to report to the house a fatal accident that occurred at Newcrest Telfer gold–copper mine on Friday, 15 
May 2015. It is too early to comment on the details of this tragedy; however, I can advise that the incident 
occurred whilst a worker was involved in charging activities in the underground workings. Three inspectors from 
the Department of Mines and Petroleum were deployed to the site on the same day. The inspectors are currently 
conducting a detailed and thorough investigation to assess the situation and begin establishing exactly what 
happened. 
Immediate action has been undertaken by the Department of Mines and Petroleum, issuing two improvement 
notices and three prohibition notices over the last three days as a direct result of this incident. Newcrest has 
initiated a temporary suspension of mining operations following the fatality. In due course, a report will be 
provided to the State Coroner. 
At this time I would like to extend my sincerest sympathy to the family, friends and work colleagues. As I have 
mentioned before in this house, no family should have to undergo the pain and suffering that results from a 
workplace accident such as this. All workplace deaths are tragic but this is even more disturbing because it is the 
second mine site death in Western Australia within a week, and the third for this year. We cannot be complacent; 
industry cannot be complacent There is always room for improvement, and it should not come to an event like 
this to be reminded. Safety is and always will be the foremost important priority for everyone in the minerals and 
petroleum industry. It is the foremost important priority for me as the Minister for Mines and Petroleum and it is 
certainly the priority of the Department of Mines and Petroleum. 
At this difficult time our thoughts are with the family, friends and work colleagues at Telfer. 
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